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Naval Warfare in the Robotics Age

Naval tactics are formed by the technologies they employ. The “ages” of naval tactics
can be measured by the introduction of new weapons or means of propulsion to warfare
— galley, ram, sail, gun, steam, aircraft, nuclear power, and missile — all changed the
way navies fought in their time. This talk will describe the potential impact of robotics,
autonomy, hypersonic speed and computational power on future maritime conflict, and
the need to develop new methods of either delivering — or defending against — weapon
systems which employ them. It will discuss the powerful advantage of offensive tactics
employing these technologies in sea denial roles and the challenges to defend against
them to obtain sea control.
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